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Your friendship has been a special gift from the Lord over
the years - now 40 years! | have much appreciated your
godly walk and your example.

One of my favourite challenges is  “long obedience in the
same direction.” | believe that God has gifted you to model
this to His church. You have embraced each new wave that
God has brought into your life, and sought to follow it with
obedience. | heard you once speak at a meeting where you
described four major events in your life - the gospel leading

to salvation; then the challenge to engage with church
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pastoral ministry; then the Antioch challenge to spread
wider, and finally the challenge to work for unity in the Body
of Christ. Of course there has been a fifth element-the
embracing of a Biblical view of the fuller work of the Holy
Spirit.

In each of these five great challenges you have walked
out paths of pioneer obedience that have brought blessing
to many. For me, that is and will continue to be your gift to
the church: that when God speaks, we need to obey and
walk down the path so that His Word will become life and
blessing to many.

Thank you for walking that way.

Your brother in Christ, Ross Pater
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